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“What is government itself but the greatest of all reflections on human nature?
If men were angels, no government would be necessary”
	--James Madison

I.   ABOUT THE AP COURSE

Welcome to APGOPO, Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics. This is a one year, college level course, designed to prepare the student for the AP examination, administered by the College Board in the spring.  Students who achieve a score of 3, 4, or 5 may get credit or advanced placement for an introductory course in United States Government and Politics, depending on the educational institution one attends. Check my web site for a link to the college in which you are interested. 

Students are expected to maintain daily assignments, work independently, attend regularly, read analytically, and participate in all activities.  The primary focus of this course is to help students gain and display an understanding of the American political system in its entirety.  We will examine the many distinguishing characteristics of our government, the actors involved, and the processes for policy implementation. We will discuss political ideology, the development of our political system, our democratic institutions, and the connections between the current political landscape and the history of politics in the United States. Students will be able to evaluate the role of the national government and its relationship to the concept of individual liberty in a pluralistic society.  In addition, students will apply an understanding of our political system to contemporary events. 
	 
The AP test consists of one objective section (60 multiple choice) and a free response section (four free response).  The test is graded on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the highest score.  Students who earn a 3 or better may be entitled to college credit, advanced placement in college, or both, depending on the individual policies of the university. (Check the link on my web site with the college of your choice).  AP Government is a highly structured and demanding course. We have approximately 30 weeks to cover a rigorous curriculum The AP course is significantly more challenging than a regular course.  Students will be required to read core textbook materials, as well as outside academic articles and news articles.  Students will be tested on readings and class discussions, and will be required to complete one project per quarter.  Activities are designed to give students a greater understanding of the political system and to prepare them for the exam.  In consideration of their hard work, their grade in an AP class is weighted.  Any student in the AP class who puts his/her mind to the task will reap the academic reward!

In AP government, we will attempt to answer very important questions.  First, who holds the political power and what is the nature and extent of their influence?  What is the historical origin of our government?  How do ordinary citizens affect government?  Finally, how is the US government structured, and how does structure affect policy-making?  This course is as much about politics as it is about government.  In essence, we will learn how the political system works in its entirety.

Classroom routine consists of interactive lecture, discussions, analysis of data, student debate, on-line assignments, current affairs analysis, small group activities, and Socratic discussions.  Students will be required to work hard, but the study of politics is engaging and, often, a fun pursuit. This is a particularly interesting year, as it is the Primary season. 

II. 	TEXTBOOK: George C. Edwards III, Martin P. Wattenburg, and Robert L. Lineberry. Government in America: People, Politics and Policy, 13th ed. New York: Pearson, Longman, 2008. There is a study site to accompany the text. Each student will receive a text and is expected to read it accordingly. 

Supplementary readings:  	Woll, Peter. American Government Readings and Cases, 16th ed. New York: Pearson, Longman, 2006.
We have a classroom set of 30 Woll Readers which can be checked out with me overnight for reading assignments. 

AP Prep Guides:    	There are several reputable AP Test Prep books: Kaplan, Princeton, Barrons, Cliff, Monarch, Peterson, and McGraw Hill, etc. This will be a great help as we get closer to the test date. 

	Supplemental Readings:		Handouts will be distributed periodically. 

III. HOW YOU WILL BE GRADED:

Tests/Projects:             	 50%	
	
Quiz:  	 30%	 	 

Homework/Classwork         20%.   	

STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TAKING THEIR OWN NOTES. Do not sit idly by waiting. Students should take notes in all of the following situations: ("When in doubt, take notes!")
	•	during lectures			•	during videos
	•	during discussions		•	while reading ANYTHING

IV.	Regular attendance is not only advisable but necessary. The exam exemption policy may change for the next school year.

 

We are looking forward to working with you this year. We are extremely passionate about government and truly enjoy teaching this course.  We know that you will leave in June with a better understanding and appreciation for our political system.  It is our desire  that you will understand the responsibility you have to become an educated, involved citizen and that one person can make a difference in helping to make our country a better place for all.




"If a nation expects to be ignorant and free in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be." --Thomas Jefferson
